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It is our great pleasure to present this volume for Prof. Tomoyuki Yoshida’s (a.k.a. “Yoshida-
sensei”) 60th birthday. Through his enthusiastic and dedicated teaching, he has inspired many 
undergraduate students at International Christian University (ICU), many of whom have chosen to 
become a professional linguist. This volume contains papers written by (a subset of) these former 
students of his, featuring nine research papers in addition to messages from his former teachers 
and students. It is not an overstatement that without Yoshida-sensei, the linguistics program at ICU 
would not have been nearly as active as it is. We thank you for your energy, guidance, and 
encouragement over the past years as our sensei; we send our heartfelt wishes to continue with 
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Birthday Messages from Prof. Yoshida’s teachers 	
 
 
James C.-T. Huang (Harvard University) 
For Tomo @60 
 
The occasion of Tomo’s 60th birthday brings back fond memories of the years when he and I were at Cornell 
University (circa 1988-1990), before my move to UC Irvine.  Those years were particularly memorable with the 
cohort of students that made a lively group, including Tomo and Keiko Yoshida, Erica Mitchell, Tami Kaplan, 
Claire Foley and Lynn Santelmann, Norvin Richards (then an undergraduate) and more, as well as Yang Gu, Jane 
Tang, and Chunyan Ning, who had been there a bit earlier.  Tomo was, I recall, a sort of catalyst for the making 
of the lively, mutually invigorating and supportive graduate community.  He was always thoughtful with his work, 
had many ideas, at the same time very humble about his own ideas.  (I remember a discussion between John 
Bowers and me about why Tomo wasn’t as satisfied as we were impressed with his work on quantifier float and 
scrambling.) 
 
During the first few years of my stay at Irvine, I missed much of Cornell—the students, former colleagues, 
and other friends my family had made there.  I also felt kind of guilty of having left a few students behind, who I 
had planned to work with, and Tomo was one of them.  I remember having Tomo and Keiko over to Irvine for 
short visits, and even the opportunity to meet a relative of theirs who owned an auto body shop near Irvine. We 
talked about his dissertation work, and about his application to ICU for his current job.   
 
That was over 25 years ago.  It’s hard to believe that so much time has passed, and that Tomo is now 60—
but (to be fair) still young!  It is gratifying to count the fruits of his work, in both research and teaching. He has 
continued to work on problems that have intrigued me, including his most recent work on verbal selection, on the 
difference between question complements and report-of-question complements, which opens up new questions 
for locality and minimality theory.  And it’s nice to count the number of his successful students who are now 
themselves teachers of future teachers as well.  As a Chinese saying goes, when the spring wind rises, it rains 
peaches and plums all around. To be able to count those peaches and plums is the greatest reward for a teacher. 
 





Shigeru Miyagawa (Massachusetts Institute of Technology) 
On the occasion of Tomo Yoshida’s 60th birthday 
 
The body of work that Tomo Yoshida has produced over the years reflects a coherent arc of inquiry into an 
important semantic and syntactic aspect of human language. Questions, which are an important component of 
human language, have posed a great challenge from the early days of semantics — Montague, Quine, Karttunen, 
etc. How they are formed syntactically is not well understood to this day — Huang, Richards, etc. In a widely 
cited work, in Yoshida and Yoshida (1997), he observed that the question particle in the root clause may optionally 
be left out in Japanese. This led to the question of precisely what role of question particle plays in a general theory 
of question formation. I made a brief suggestion (Miyagawa 2001), but it was Tomo who took this challenge and 
produced one of the most important and comprehensive analysis of wh-questions in Japanese to date (Yoshida 
2012, Lingua). In an article published in Journal of East Asian Linguistics earlier this year (Yoshida 2019), he 
looks at constructions in which multiple complementizers occur (e.g., no-ka-to), and, expanding on an earlier 
work by Mamoru Saito, shows that Lahiri’s (2002) categorization of embedded clauses helps to understand this 
complex phenomena. An important observation he makes is that the scope of the embedded wh-phrase varies 
according to the selection of the multiple complementizers. There are many other topics Tomo has taken up, but 
the syntax and semantics of questions has played a central role in his research. 
		 vi 
 
I also want to note that Tomo has been key to a highly successful undergraduate program in linguistics at the 
International Christian University. Anchoring the course offering in formal linguistics, he has trained a large 
number of students over the years many of whom have gone on to do graduate work in important centers of 
linguistics in Japan and abroad.  
 
Happy 60th, Tomo! 
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Yoshida, Keiko, and Tomoyuki Yoshida. 1997. Question marker drop in Japanese. International Christian 
 University Language Research Bulletin. Vol. 11. 
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John Whitman (Cornell University) 
Tomo Yoshida at Cornell 
 
Tomoyuki Yoshida’s time in the Department of Linguistics at Cornell University coincided with what might be 
called the “golden age” in the history of our department. When Tomo arrived in Ithaca in fall 1988, our faculty 
included C.-T. James Huang in syntax, Gennaro Chierchia and Fred Landman in semantics, and Nick Clements 
in phonology. Tomo began his graduate studies in the U.S. at Ohio State, whose faculty at the time included 
Shigeru Miyagawa. He completed an MA at OSU, and moved briefly to Brandeis, and then came to Cornell for 
his Ph.D. a year after his beloved wife Keiko joined our program. In those days, our fellowship support packages 
were less generous than they currently are. Keiko was supported primarily by Japanese language teaching 
TAships; in spite of this onerous burden, she was able to complete a remarkable dissertation on the interpretation 
of wh-in-situ, which included the discovery that the general impossibility of “quantifying in” pair-list readings 
involving a universal quantifier taking scope over wh-in-situ could be circumvented by so-called “functional” 
readings. 
 
Tomo managed to avoid the slave labor of Japanese language TAships during his time at Cornell, but TAed ably 
for Jim Huang in our introductory syntax course and for Gennaro Chierchia in our undergrad syntax and semantics 
course. Tomo and Keiko belonged to an exceptional group of Ph.D. students, many of whom have also gone on 
to distinguished careers. Tomo’s 1992 Ph.D. classmates include Beth Hume, Professor of Linguistics and Vice 
Provost at OSU, and David Silva, Provost of Salem State University in Massachusetts. The class before him 
included Veneeta Dayal, now at Yale. The class after Tomo included, in addition to Keiko, my distinguished 
Cornell colleague Michael Weiss, Alice Turk, Professor of Linguistics at Edinburg, and Ann Bradlow, Professor 
of Linguistics and Dean at Northwestern. 
 
Tomo and Keiko were very much at the center of this remarkable group. Tomo was and is an outstanding cook. 
He and Keiko often hosted barbecues at their apartment. Tomo also found time during his Cornell years to pursue 
his love of athletics. I have a vivid memory of running on the indoor track in Barton Hall while watching Tomo 
was playing in a game of basketball, against mainly much taller players. I remember him patiently backing his 
way in to the basket, holding his dribble, until he could get off a good shot. For me that memory symbolizes 
Tomo’s wisdom, determination, and effort. 
 
Tomo’s dissertation Quantifiers and the Theory of Movement was a point of departure for his more recent work, 
including his 2012 Lingua paper on wh questions, his earlier work on LF subjacency effects, and his most recent 
JEAL paper on complement selection in embedded wh questions. Sometimes in the face of great vicissitudes, 
sometimes almost singlehandedly, Tomo has continued the great ICU tradition of producing students committed 
to expanding the generative paradigm of linguistic research. 
My memories of Tomo are tinged, as I know are his own, by the sadness of Keiko’s far too early passing. All of 





Birthday Messages from Prof. Yoshida’s students 	
 
 
Yurie Hara (Waseda University) 
I’m a theoretical linguist now all because of Yoshida-sensei.  When I entered ICU, I was just a student who 
loved languages and wanted to study as many languages as I could.  I wasn’t particularly good at In-Lang class.  
Honestly, I was fed up with all the phonetic symbols/features and linguistic jargons.  The first class I took from 
Yoshida-sensei was Morphological Analysis.  Then, I was totally fascinated by the beauty of the language system 
and the excitement of solving linguistic puzzles.  I remember I visited his office almost every week to ask him 
questions and he always walked me through in details by drawing diagrams on scratch paper, which I cherished 
a lot.  In the next quarter, I took his Syntax class and Keiko-sensei’s Semantics class.  Since having Internet at 
home wasn’t common yet back then (which makes me feel old!), they both gave us their home phone number in 
case we had last minute questions.  Again, I called them almost every week.  When Yoshida-sensei picked up the 
phone, he’d say, “Kyoo-wa Keiko? Soretomo Boku?”  When I decided to study abroad for an exchange program, 
he was at MIT for his sabbatical leave but he advised me on which school I should go over emails.  I then decided 
to go to UC Irvine, where Prof. Jim Huang, Yoshida-sensei’s Ph.D supervisor, was teaching.  I enjoyed my stay 
and study at Irvine very much and I was delighted and proud when Tomo-sensei and Keiko-sensei visited Irvine 
for a colloquium.  When I came back, I wrote my senior thesis with Yoshida-sensei of course.  It was a review of 
ERP of syntax.  I always wanted to do neurolinguistics since then, but I didn’t have a chance up until recently.  
Now, almost 20 years later, I have finally finished my own first ERP experiment and started to present the paper 
at conferences.  It is great that I can always come back to ICU, my Alma Mater, my academic home, to find my 
mentor. 













Shigeto Kawahara (Keio University) 
I first took Yoshida-sensei's class (Morphological Analysis) in 1999. I was a sophomore student, who was 
unconvinced at that time by the whole “theoretical linguistics enterprise.” I was instead interested in the Sapir-
Whorf hypothesis, wishing to study more about the philosophy of language. I actually told Yoshida-sensei upfront 
at the beginning of the quarter that I was not very sure about the generative enterprise. One day, he spent a good 
few hours after class telling me why it is not interesting to study the Sapir-Whorf hypothesis. Setting aside the 
issue of whether he was right about that or not, it meant a lot to me that he was willing to spend such a long time 
with a sophomore student. He also convinced me throughout that class that languages have systematic “rules,” 
and that the most important task for linguists is to find and model such systematicity. (I may not be as generative 
as I used to be, but my research goal is and has been exactly this.) By the time he started telling us about prosodic 
morphology in class, taking non-concatenative word formation patterns in Arabic as an example, I was convinced 
that I wanted to study more about what he was interested in—the moment of conversion. In this sense, there is no 
doubt that he made me a linguist. His passion for linguistics is contagious.  
 
		 x 
Since then, he has always been nothing but supportive. He was proud of me when I wrote a term paper on new 
word formation patterns in “Kogyaru-go” collecting some fun examples from those Kogyaru girls and analyzing 
them in terms of templatic morphology, just like non-concatenative morphological patterns in Arabic. I still 
remember the moment when he offered to co-author a paper with me on that topic. Too bad it did not actually 
happen (getting more data from Kogyaru girls was not easy), but it was such a pleasure to know that he used the 
“field data” that I collected in his intro to linguistics class later on. He was proud of me when I finished my senior 
thesis while I was a visiting student at UC, Santa Cruz. He was proud of me when my first journal publication 
came out in Language. He was proud of me when I was offered a job at Rutgers, and became a colleague of an 
old friend of his from Cornell, Veneeta Dayal. Although I did not become a syntactician or morphologist in the 
end, he continues always to be there for me. I am forever grateful to him for making me who I am today. And, of 
course, it is clear to anybody, and let us not forget, that Yoshida-sensei is the major driving force for creating and 
maintaining such a wonderful linguistics community at ICU. I am very proud to be a member of that community, 


















Hiroki Narita (Tokai University) 
Whenever I teach, I envision one imaginary student, among other real ones, sitting in the classroom. I always try 
to deliver my lecture to that young, innocent and ignorant boy, basically me back in freshman year at ICU. I know 
that he is eager to learn, but he easily loses his concentration, so I have to try my best to make my lectures clear, 
open, accessible and fun so that he will not get bored or lost. And I know that he would very much enjoy my class 
if I could teach it the way Yoshida-sensei did and would do it, with a hearty sense of humor, with simple but 
overarching perspectives, and with concise but accurate understanding of the subject. I am far behind, 





























Hajime Ono (Tsuda University) 
I did not know what is linguistics when I came to ICU. I was fortunate to have a chance to take classes from 
Yoshida sensee, and received a lot of support until today. Now I am teaching linguistics in a university, and I am 
in a position to take care of students in my lab. When students come to my office, I usually recall what I did in 
Yoshida sensee’s office, and oftentimes I feel very sorry. When I was a student, I did not know how much of his 
precious time I ate up (and probably bothering him, too). He was nevertheless kind and generous in such a situation, 
and conferred me a countless number of great stories and hints for my survival in this field. He found me a 
graduate school (UT-El Paso), and the experience and colleagues I found there saved me from drowning when I 
was in trouble. When I showed him an acceptance letter from El Paso, he said to me, “Ono-kun, you are not going 
to the US, but Mexico. You need to do something you can do only in that place.” I think it is a great proverb from 
a prophet of linguistics.  
I sincerely wish that Yoshida sensee will remain healthy, active, and keep sending out great proverbs to 
students and us.  

















Masahiro Yamada (NINJAL) 
Yoshida-sensei once said that it is hard or virtually impossible to be the top researcher in just one field 
throughout the research carrier. It is more likely and beneficial to the field to be a researcher who is an expert of 
more than two fields. His message remained in my mind during my graduate training and post-doc periods, and I 
was hired by NINJAL in 2018 as a field linguist with some background of formal linguist who also work with the 
language community for language revitalization. I am really grateful for Yoshida-sensei to have told me this 
message at such an early stage of my research carrier. 
		 xii 
 
Hideaki Yamashita (Yokohama City University) 
Although Yoshida-sensei is not the very first teacher who taught me linguistics (the very first linguistics class 
I took was the so-called ‘In-Ran’, i.e., Introduction to the Study of Language), Yoshida-sensei is the very first 
teacher who peeked my interests in linguistics (especially syntax) because of his wonderful teaching which really 
amazed me (the very first Yoshida-sensei’s linguistics class I took was the so-called ‘In-In’, i.e., Introduction to 
English Linguistics). I’m sure I took almost all the classes Yoshida-sensei taught while I was at ICU, which 
inevitably made me pursue linguistics, which I enjoy a lot. 
My BA thesis (Yamashita 1997), which was supervised by Yoshida-sensei, involved floating numeral 
quantifiers (FNQs) in Japanese, namely because it was discussed in Yoshida 1992 (Quantifiers and the Theory of 
Movement. Ph.D. thesis, Cornell University.). And this lead me the long and winding road on my research on 
FNQs. 
My MA thesis (Yamashita 2000, submitted to Nanzan University), the gist of which was presented in 120th 
LSJ in 2000, was about FNQs where I argued it constitutes a single constituent with its host argument noun phrase. 
A year later, in FAJL3 proceedings paper (Yamashita 2001), I totally revised the analysis, and argued that 
FNQs do not constitute a single constituent with its host argument noun phrase, and argued against the analyses 
that FNQs constitute a single constituent with its host argument noun phrase. 
While I was working on it, I had a chance to discuss about it with Yoshida-sensei, in his small but cozy office 
in ICU. One comment he made at that time was something like the following: 
“Don’t be surprised to find yourself ending up arguing for the single constituent analysis again.” 
And he was right! 
After a long hiatus (FNQ is not my only research topic!), although I did discuss FNQs in my Ph.D dissertation 
(Yamashita 2007, submitted to Yokohama National University) which maintained the analysis I entertained in 
Yamashita 2001, in 151st LSJ paper (Yamashita 2015) and FAJL8 proceedings paper (Yamashita 2016), I argued 
that FNQs constitute a single constituent with its host argument noun phrase, and argued against the analyses that 
claimed FNQs do not constitute a single constituent with its host argument noun phrase. 
(I should hasten make a note here; the single constituent analyses I argued against in Yamashita 1997, 2000 
and the single constituent analysis I argued for in Yamashita 2015, 2016, has totally different syntactic structure.) 
And still FNQs lead me back to the long winding road. My 158th LSJ paper (Yamashita 2019), which I will 
be presenting on June 22nd, 2019, the day before Yoshida-sensei’s 60th birthday, also discusses about FNQs and 
related phenomena. And I’ll probably be obsessed with FNQs, working/walking on the long winding road. As of 
now, I maintain the analysis I proposed in Yamashita 2015, 2016, but I don’t know how my analysis involving 
FNQs will be. 
But what I know is that I just cannot thank Yoshida-sensei more for introducing me to the field of linguistics 
(especially syntax) through his outstanding classes at ICU. 
THANK YOU!!! And HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!! 
